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[,1r. Richard Broschat
Atlas l,linerals
Big Indian l"lines
[a So1, Utah 84530

RE: Far West l'line
t{JT/037lgLe
RevegeEation Tesc Ploc
and Researdr hoposal

Dear Rick:

As you know, the April 7, 1982 visit serveq as an inspection for tne Far
West I'{ine to satisfy requirements of ltule I"1-7 of the Mined lard 'Reclsmntion

AcE, Title 40-8, U.C.A. f953. Dnrring the inspection tllo problsn areas were
noted for whidr corrective action needs to be Eaken.

The first is an iEem about $rhicn you have been rptified on February 25,
L982 oy Ehe State Deparhent of Health. It concerns the drop drain that
carries oils and solvents frm the pad where equiprenE is washed directly into
an epberal <irainage by way of a culvert. Direct discharges of oil, solvenEs
or cont2minaEed waste water were never indicated to be a part of the opera-
tional nine plan nor are they to be permitted. A copy of the disposal plan
requested by the Department of State lbalth shoulci be delivered to the Division
within ten days of receipt of this letter. Results of test analyses run on
these oischarges should be sul'mitted also in order to determine tne quality and
subsequent possibility or continud discharge. Further pollutants should noE
be <iischaxgeo until their toxicity has been cieEermined.

The second problem area of concern is the trash riunp or garbage canyon-
storage area (Coyote Wash?). there again is no inciication in the mine pian
that this type of acEivity was ever incluoeo in the original design or subse-
quent amendrents. The site visit revealed thaE the epnereral drainage channels
in Lhis area are not clear of oeorisr parts or trash. These channels should be
cieaned and all refuse rrucked off-site to a land fiII, if possible. If this
is not possible in the irrmediate future, the trash should be consolidateo in
the noiodle of tne canyon Eo minimize <iisturbance. It is inperative Eirat all
<irainages be maoe free frowing and uncontarninaEeci. A suggested avenue to
pursue for eventiral and coroplete removal of material is to investigaEe che
possibiliry of usirg the abanooneci copper pits in the area for disposal anci to
work in conjunction with other companies anci scate agencies to determine Ehis
feasibility. I do not tnink it unreasonable Eo plan for thrs conEingent
action.
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Another matter that has come to my attention is the schedule for Atlas'
revegetation test plot plans. Originally submittecl to the Division in June of
l98l-and approved in JuIy of me same year, the design calle! for_siEe PrePara-
tion includirg soil analysis to begin in early suuIer of l98l followed. by
layout and seedirg later in cne fall of that year. I now trtderstand that this
hab not occurred.- A question ccmes to rninci as to why tbis should not have
taken place anci as to whether this is the usual policy concerning Atlas'
cmibents.

A response i{as never made to the Division's reply of July 14, l98t
regarding the approval of this natter includirg suggestions for additional
improvements to the original design plan. It is hereoy requested that a 1982
sciredule fe1 implementaiion of this ievegetation plan be suboitted to the
Division and adhered to, including a response to out suggestions. Any further
delays in the deveiopment of this plan may constitute direct and flagrant
viol-ation of several- of Atlas l'tineials' current mine contracts as weli as of
the I'lined Land ReclnmnEioin Act. F\:rther postponement must be avoided to
maintain an adequate basis for continuing discussions over the rew Atlas
Oontrract proposal.

Please contact me for any additional information regardirg these mntters
or to pursue a solution in the shortest possible time.

Based upon the respqrse to these concerns the Division will agree thaE an
additional Lwo-year suipension for the Far West l"line be iryle.'rented.

J,4Sincecely,

TI{OIAS N. TE-fTI}G
ENGINMRING GEOI,OGIST

Atlas Attorney, Si.C
State fbalth Department

cc: James lbltkamp,
Calvin Sudweeks,

tNI,'/cP


